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BOSTON  LANDMARKS  COMMISSION   Buildiaj  Information  Form  Form  No. Area 


CBD 


«m«»ee  «„„      107-117  Kingston   St. 

ADDRESS     1(15-107  Ease*  &L  C0R-    2,12  Sdlahau  SI 

NAME       Kingston  Building       /       same 

present  o  paginal' 

MAP  No.        2AN/12E SOB  AREA      Wholesale 

DAIS  lflflfl permit     7-19-1888     ' 

source 

ARUtiliCT Ft-pHpH^    Popp      ■  nnrmM       ; 

source 


SUH2EX        William  H.    Stewart 


source 

OWNER William  Minot 


original       preseac 


PHOTOGRAPHS  ^l^lf    Z^L 

M  i 


TYPE     (residential)   single  ,     double       row.      2- fan.       3-deck       ten      apt. 
CEon-rcaidentialJ         mftr^Hla 


6 t   front 

NO.  01  STORIES  (1st  to  cornice)  s,t   rppT. plus_ 


ROOF      f»ir+  .   cupola  dormers 


MATERIALS  (Frame)  eiaoboards  shingles  stucco  asphalt  asbestos  alum/vinyl 
(Other)  (Sridspressedstoae])  brownstone  concrete  iron/ steel/ alum. 
Common  w  Flemish  variation 
3RIEF  DESCRIPTION  oxTO  bay  Classical  Revival  structure.  Cast  iron  storefronts  with 
freestanding   carved   columns  at  corner  entrances.  At  upper  levels,  recessed 
panelled  brick  piers  with   carved   capitals  at  5th  level,  organize  bays  into  2 
single  window  bays  flanked  by  2  double  window  bays  separated  by  cast  iron  pilasters, 
except  at  2nd  level  which  features  5-sided  bay  windows.  Brownstone  aprons  below  Jrd 
level  windows,  &  brownstone  sills  &  lintels.  At  6th  level,  projecting  brick  sill  course 
EXTERIOR  ALTERATION  (jainai)     moderate   drastic  with  modillions,  &  brownstone  round 

storefront*  Kingston/Essex  corner"       arches  on  face  of  piers.  Corbelled 
C3NDITI0N(gqoT)  fair  poor__ ; LOT  AREA   /§».  guloS"  sq.  feet  brick  cornice. 

NOTEWORTHY  SITE  CHARACTERISTICS  Prominent  site  at  end  of 

block;  2  side  facades  similar  to  major  facade;  6  story  block  at  corner  site,  and 

it  4  rear  bavs.   Massive  structure  occupies  half  of  present  block. 

SIGNIFICANCE  (cont'd  on  reverse) 
Structure  architecturally  significant  as  rep- 
resentative of  building  type  housing  area  mer- 
cantile firms  during  the  late  19th  c,  as  well  as 
being  the  work  of  a  prolific  late  19th  c.  Boston 
architect.  In  addition,'  it  contributes"significantly 
•         to  a  small  grouping  of  red  brick  &  stone  structures 
1  •'         •  clustered  around  the  crossing  of  Essex-  &  Kingston 

Streets,  a  remnant  of  what  was  once  a  much  larger 
*    ;  ■■  -  area.  Historically, -it  is  significant  via  its 

'  '   association  with  the  textile  industry,  so  crucial 


r 


2oved;   data  if  known_ 


Theses    (check  as  many  as   applicable) 


Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
ArcMtactural 
Toe  Arts 
Commerce 
Communi cation 
Community/ 
development 


Conserve tion 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 


Recreation 

Religion 

Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 

Transportation 


Significance  (include  explanation  of  themes  checked  above) 

to  the  economy  of  Boston  &  New  England  during  the  19th  c,  and  its  reflection  of  the 
area's  evolution  after  the  1872  fire  from  a  Greek  Revival  residential  area  to  a 
major  textiles  wholesale  district. 

Little  is  known  of  Frederick  Pope;  he  began  his  practice  in  I869  &  apparently  designed 
buildings  &  houses  prolifically  throughout  New  England,  including  many  houses  in  the 
Back  Bay.  There  are  no  other  known  buildings  by  F.  Pope  extant  within  the  CBD  survey 
area. 

The  earliest  known  occupant  of  the  Kingston  Building  was  A.J.  Pierce  &  Co.,  dry   f 
goods  (linens  &  linings),  first  located  there  in  1896. 


Preservation  Consideration  (accessibility,  re-use  possibilities,  capacity 
for  public  use  and  enjoyment,  protection,  utilities,  contest) 

Recommended  for  National  Register  District  as  part  of  Essex/Kingston  Textile  District. 


3iblio granny  and/  or  references  (such  as  local  histories,  deeds, ,  assessor's 

recoras,  sariy  naps,  ate. J 

1.  Rice-Vank  .Collection,  Bostonian  Society,  blueprint  of  first  floor  plan  of  105- 

107  Essexer.  &  101-157  Kingston;  ho  date  or  architect. 
.2.  The  Apparel  Retailer.  August  1907,  v.  vii,  p.  16,  illus.  of  street*  Boston 

Athenaeum. 
5.  Damrell,  Charles  S.,  A  Half  Century 'of  Boston  Building,  1895,  p.  65» 

4.  Architects  Vertical  File,  Boston  Public  Library,  Fine  Arts  Section. 

5.  Boston  Directories. 

6.  Building  Dept.  Records. 


